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Our dearest friends,
PAX be with you

We send you heartfelt greetings from the Monastery of the Good Shepherd!
As we look back upon another year, our hearts overflow with gratitude to
God for His abundant blessings and for the gift of each of you. We pray that
you and your families are well and that the Lord continues to surround your
homes with His peace, grace, and loving care.
With grateful hearts, we continue striving to live our Benedictine calling of
Ora et Labora-Prayer and Work-offering our daily lives and prayers for
the salvation of souls and for your intentions. We are especially thankful for
our resident priest, Father Henryk, whose faithful ministry blesses and
sustains us in countless ways. He offers the Sacrament of Reconciliation to
visitors and pilgrims and celebrates Holy Mass for us each day. By request
and donation, Father offers Gregorian Masses-a series of 30 consecutive
Masses-which may be arranged for your beloved deceased. We are
profoundly grateful for his loving service and for all the ways God continues
to provide for our monastery through him.

We received word that our dear Sister Fran was photographed by a fellow
pilgrim, Gail Johnson (who is Sister Luella's niece) this last year and her
image won a blue ribbon at the Hamilton County fair in Webster City, lowa.
While we are overjoyed with the blue-ribbon award, we are ever so grateful
for our real trophy, Sister Fran with whom we have lived together for forty-
one years.!

On Thursday, September 24, 2026 our monastery was host to a valley wide
collaboration of Catholics of all ages who pledged to help make 75,000
rosaries to be distributed at the beatification event of Archbishop Fulton
Sheen. Our wonderful rosary makers made 1700 rosaries! We enjoyed
being a part of the World Mission Rosary Crusade!
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where friendships are formed, Running to Bethlehem 5k
faith is strengthened, and
together we grow in knowing and Rosary Makers Meet
sharing God's love.
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eighteen new first-
year Oblate
Candidates in
January, 2027.

In addition, fifteen
candidates who have completed their two-year formation will
be making their final oblation at our annual retreat on
November 13-15, 2026. Our monastery is deeply grateful for
our many faithful Oblates, whose generous gift of time, talent,
prayer, and service helps support our mission and keeps so
much of our monastery life and facilities running each and
every day.
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